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RoboGames
Returns!
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By Ray Billings

Post comments on this article at
www.servomagazine.com/index.php/magazine/article/march2015_Billings.

The International RoboGames has been an annual event held in the Bay
area in California since 2004. This is the largest robotic event in the world
(Guinness World Records says so!) and has enjoyed support from the
viewing public, along with builders and teams throughout the globe. The
event includes many aspects of robotics all under one roof, which allowed
for learning and interaction with other disciplines. If you built a line
following robot, you could talk with the Sumo builders. If you were
interested in the hockey or soccer robots, you can spend time looking over
the combat robots. There literally was something for everyone, and many
people (fans and builders alike) looked forward to this event year after year.
So, you can imagine the sadness within the robotics community when this
event did not return for 2014!

A

large event of this type
requires a lot of logistical
support, hours of
preparation, an attention to
detail on a huge scale, and,
unfortunately, a lot of money. Sadly,
for 2014 these things were in short
supply, and the RoboGames event did
not happen. However, the good news
is that RoboGames is returning for
2015!
The international event will be
held April 3rd through April 5th
(Friday, Saturday, Sunday) at the San
Mateo, CA Fairgrounds. All three days

will be action packed, with all the
different classes and competitions you
have come to expect.
While the combat contests tend
to generate the most interest, there
are a lot of varied events that have
something that will appeal to just
about any builder. If you are under
18, there are multiple events that you
can enter for free! To get a listing and
an approximate schedule go to
http://robogames.net/events.php.
Something new for 2015 and that
made this comeback possible was a
Kickstarter campaign that was

Raging Scotsman corners Dexter for some flame throwing action!
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successfully funded for the purpose of
filming the event. This will be used to
create a Web series, and for DVD and
Blu-Ray sales. This video coverage will
focus on the heavyweight combat
class, and this year's lineup is sure to
be one of the best ever.
As of this writing, the
heavyweight class is already full, with
a great mix of veteran machines and
some great new builds by established
teams. The extra year off seems to
have primed the community. The
excitement over this event just keeps
growing!
For example, will last year's
heavyweight combat winner, Original
Sin retain his title? The big hitters,
Last Rites and Electric Boogaloo are
returning — will there be another faceoff? Will the inclusion of Robot Wars
champion, Storm II throw a curve to
the competition? Or, will any of the
new bots built just for this event come
through and take the gold?
The field has never looked more
competitive. This is an event not to be
missed. Build a robot and compete, or
come out to watch the action.
Get full event details at
http://robogames.net/index.php.
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Electric
Boogaloo
tossing Gruff
airborne with
its high
power
vertical
weapon.

Crowds enjoying the action in the combat
arena. For some of the more intense
matches, it can be standing
room only!

Previous ComBots Cup
champions, Last Rites
and Original Sin face
off in heavyweight
action. Both robots
are set to return to
RoboGames 2015.

In addition
to all of the
combat
action, there
are multiple
classes
featuring
less
destructive
pursuits. The
humanoid
robots are
always
entertaining.

Flame effects
weapons are always
a crowd favorite!

Here, Gruff gives
former champion,
Sewer Snake a ride
with its lifting arm.
Gruff will be returning
to RoboGames 2015,
but Sewer Snake's
builder, Matt Maxham
has decided to build
an all new bot
for this event.
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